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EXPECTATIONS OF A GRADUATE ASSISTANT - SPORT 
 
 

•   Coaching of games (afternoons) 
 
You should expect to be involved in the coaching of games each afternoon of the week (including Saturday, 
which is usually a match day). 

 
According to your level of expertise, you should expect to run a team in the major game of the term.  The 
major games are as follows: 

 
Lent (January) Term:  hockey (boys) and netball 
Summer Term: cricket, tennis, athletics and swimming 
Michaelmas (September) Term: rugby and hockey (girls) 

 
On Wednesday afternoons only the Shell (the most junior year group), do games and you are likely to 
be asked to assist with them. 

 
The Graduate Assistant may also be involved in supervising the Health & Fitness Centre and supporting 
the Lead Strength & Conditioning Coach to deliver programmes to develop fitness and rehabilitation. 

 
It is possible, that on certain occasions a Graduate Assistant might be asked to help in another area – eg 
to provide additional staffing for a CCF Field Day. 

 

 
•    Academic Departments (mornings) 
 
You  should  expect  to  be  attached  to  one  (or  possibly  more  than  one)  academic  department.    In 
the mornings, you will be expected to work under the specific direction of the relevant Head of 
Department(s). This work may take a number of different forms and might involve acting as a support 
teacher in certain circumstances.     Primarily, though,  it  is  likely  to  involve  providing  administrative  
support for the Department and developing teaching materials etc.  Your particular contribution in this 
respect will be discussed on arrival. 

 

 
•    Shell Assessment Days (Lent Term) 
 
The College holds a number of days (approx eight) in January and February each year when it calls for 
assessment prospective pupils for entry in eighteen months’ time.  Graduate Assistants help with the 
meeting of candidates and escorting them to their various commitments between 11.00am and 1.45pm 
on these days.  This role overrides other commitments on the days in question. 

 

 
•    Shell OA week (June) 
 
Every year in the second half of the Summer Term, the College takes the whole of the Shell year group 
(165 pupils) to Wales for a week of outdoor activities.  As a matter of routine, all Graduate Assistants are 
expected to assist with the staffing of this venture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Graduate Assistant - Expectations, Feb 19 Page 2 

 

 

 
 

•    Invigilation 
 
During examination periods (especially January and May/June) you will be required to invigilate on more 
occasions than would be considered the average for a teaching member of Common Room.  You may be 
asked to assist with the administration of internal examinations. 

 
•    Tutoring in a Boarding House 
 
This involves doing a minimum of one duty night per week (7.15pm – 11.00pm).  Each House contains 
approximately 60 pupils, aged 13 – 18.  Precise details of what you are expected to do will be discussed 
with you by the Housemaster or Housemistress of the particular House to which you are assigned. 

 
Very occasionally, there are opportunities to reside in a Boarding House.  This would carry extra duties and 
emoluments. 

 
Additionally, you will be expected to assist with House outings.  These usually consist of some form of 
outdoor activity and take place on occasional Saturdays or Sundays during the year.  You are also expected 
to attend special House events during the year - Carol Service, Christmas Party, Confirmation and Prize 
Day. 

 

 
•    Saturday evening social events 
 
The College runs an extensive programme of events on a Saturday evening, which take the form of dances, 
discos, karaoke, films etc.  You are expected to be available to help with the supervision of these events 
on certain Saturdays particularly at Lower School events, under the direction of the Head of Boarding. 

 

 
•    Coach Escort Duty 
 
The College provides coach transport for pupils at the start and end of every half-term, exeat weekend and 
at the end of the Lent and Summer Terms.  You will be expected to provide an adult presence on these 
journeys as and when required.  Some trips will be remunerated. 

 
•   Chapel 
 
If you are in Marlborough on a Sunday, you may like to know that members of Common Room 
are normally expected to attend one of the two Chapel services or the Talk.  Attendance at Chapel Services 
on Ash Wednesday, Ascension Day and on the first and the last day of term is expected. 

 

 
•   Dress 
 
Please bring appropriate games clothes (eg tracksuit and trainers).  Dress for lessons and generally round 
the school during the working day is jacket and tie and skirt/trousers. A suit is required for Sunday Chapel 
Services and for formal occasions.  Waterproofs and warm outdoor clothes (e.g. fleece) are liable to be 
essential. 
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•   Board and Lodging 
 
All meals will be provided by the College during term-time, though your accommodation will have kitchen 
facilities and the College laundry operates during term-time.  (You will have access to a washing machine 
in close proximity to your accommodation as well).  The ‘turn round’ for the College laundry is about a 
week. 

 
You will have full use of your accommodation during the holidays as well as in term-time, for the duration 
of your contract.  You may be allocated single accommodation but it is most likely that you will be sharing 
with another Graduate Assistant or Trainee Teacher.  You may not invite anyone else to live there with 
you.  You may be connected to the College telephone system; rental and internal calls are free but you 
pay for external calls.  The College will pay for gas, water, electricity, and the Council Tax.  If bills for 
these are delivered direct to your residence, please pass them to the Accounts Department without delay.  
It is important that the accommodation be left in a good and tidy state when it is vacated at the end of the 
period of appointment.  The College reserves the right to levy a final cleaning and clearing charge and 
recover the cost from the Graduate Assistant by deduction from the security deposit, if necessary.  Full 
details are in the booklet Information for Staff in College Accommodation, which will be issued if you are appointed. 


